MPROBABLE AS IT SOUNDS, THE BEST PILLOWS IN THE WORLD

may come from the beleaguered Israeli border town of Sderot near the Gaza Strip.

You can purchase them alone or together with a high-tech bed. Both were developed

by an artichoke farmer. But you need not come all the way to Israel to shop. The

upscale Short Hills Mall in New Jersey and the equally chic King of Prussia Mall in
Pennsylvania feature these “sleeping systems,” as their Isracli manufacturer calls them. Nor do
you have to shop in Ramat Aviv for the prizewinning sofa beds that are so popular with Israeli
youngsters and flaunt flamboyant colors, sleepover capacity and storage for extra blankets
and sports gear. They are available for purchase in 20 countries around the world.

Once a couch potato, the Israeli furniture industry has gone dynamic. Not only are Israeli
manufacturers attracting local buyers, but customers abroad have taken a new interest in what
[sraelis are sitting, lying and eating on. In fact, the easy-to-tote, washable, durable plastic table
and chairs you may be using for the Fourth of July barbeque this year might well be blue
and white as well as red, white and blue. The Keter Group, based in Herzliya, is Is-
rael’s leading manufacturer of do-it-yourself and plastic products. Keter makes
functional and attractive garden furniture, among other plastic goods, under its

own and other brand names for customers in the United States, Australia, the Unit-

ed Kingdom, Germany, France, Spain, Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium, Canada, the
Former Soviet Union, Sweden, Finland, Norway and Denmark. Other manufacturers in
Israel are following Keter’s example, taking advantage of one of the most advanced
plastic production lines in the world.

How did Israel move from citrus groves to chaise longues?

“In the last decade, Israeli furniture has skipped a grade,” said Nurit
Feibush, secretary of the Israel Furniture Industries Association. “Israelis have
a strong culture of entertaining at home. Local manufacturers have worked
hard to come up with improved designs, fabrics and styles to compete with the
imports on which the Israeli consumer used to rely. They’ve applied the native inge-
nuity that’s so much a part of our culture to furniture, and suddenly, foreign buyers who
appreciate the design and innovativeness began to take notice.”

Caroline Nave, the business development manager of the Israel Export and International
Cooperation Institute sector that includes furniture, stresses that Israel isn’t competing price
wise with the Far East. “We’re convinced that our edge is in better quality, design and inno-

”

vation—that customers are getting added value for their home because of the special features,

COURTESY OF ANIMI CAUSA

she noted. “We are also reliable suppliers and flexible to the customer’s needs.”
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Bed,Chal
&Beyond

With space-conscious designs and lively, modern

By
Barbara
Sofer

styles, Israeli furniture is gracing living rooms,

children’s bedrooms and dining rooms from the

United States to France to the Netherlands.

Sofa in the Round Newcomer
Animi Causa created the soft, pliable
and innovative Feel seating system.
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A survey conducted this year for the Israel Furniture
Industries Association revealed that 72 percent of Israeli
consumers today prefer buying local brands to imports.
They believe that native products are better suited to the
limited space of Israeli apartments, that manufacturers
take into account the country’s abundant sunshine, which
can fade fabrics, and that companies understand that
Israelis use pails of water to mop the ubiquitous stone or
tile floors. Hence, furniture has to be more compact, fade-
resistant and come with a splashboard.

Israel’s manufacturing industry now employs about
11,000 men and women in 2,000 different businesses
spread all over the country. The wholesale warehouses are
located mainly in south Tel Aviv.

ORTUNATELY FOR MANUFACTURERS, features of Israeli life
have begun to dovetail with international trends in house-
hold furnishing. For example, most Israelis have white
walls and like bright colors in fabrics and on furniture.
Today, decorators frequently recommend a “col-
or surprise” to break up demure décor. Look- X
ing for a purple armoire or a green loveseat? -
You can easily find one in Israel.

Around the world, and particularly in
big cities, homes are showing the same
space-consciousness seen in Israel. “Once
space wasn’t an issue in the United States
market,” said Nave. “Not anymore.”

In America, dining rooms have been
shrinking in size, often disappearing alto-
gether, Israelis have always looked for tables
that fit into a small space and then open up when the ex-
tended family comes for a visit.

The evolution of Etz Hamishalot, Wishing Tree, a mod-
est company headquartered near Ben-Gurion Internation-
al Airport that specializes in such tables, exemplifies the
history of changes in the furniture industry.

“Before statehood and in the early decades of state-
hood, no one had money for elegant furniture,” said Ofer
Zohar, 47, owner of Wishing Tree. His showroom of gor-
geous wood tables and custom cabinets is adjacent to a
busy workshop. Zohar’s grandfather ran a carpentry shop
in the fabled and prosperous port town of Thessaloniki,
Greece. When the family moved to Israel in 1932, they
adjusted to the local market. “In those no-frills days, Isra-
elis had low expectations from their tables—something
simple to hold up the brealfast plates inside the kitchen,”
Zohar recalled, “So that’s what my father manufactured.
Hardly anyone had air-conditioning, so we made folding
tables and chairs to eat watermelon and seeds on the bal-
cony on hot evenings. Kibbutzim were our main customers.
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Then Israelis got air-conditioners and dining moved in-
doors. At last, we went back to our roots and began to
manufacture beautiful dining room tables.”

Last year, Zohar won first prize in the Adaptation and
Innovation 2007 design competition sponsored by the
Israel Furniture Industries Association for his Long Island
table. The table gains its name because, with its three
extensions in place, it is quite long—seating up to 24 by
gently pulling one side of the table. It also has internal,
movable legs; comes in mahogany, African walnut, pine,
maple and cherry; and costs between $3,500 and $7,000.

Zohar’s typical customer is over 45. “Young couples
don’t need such a grand table,” he said, “The kids have
grown up, and now my customer wants a table that looks
nice during the week and can be stretched to have the
whole family for Shabbat dinner.”

Israel’s Channel 10 television station ran a story about
the innovation, and an Israeli family living in Florida

called Wishing Tree to order the table. The first buyer

has become an agent and regularly exports the Long Is-
land to, well, Long Island.

Just as Israelis tend to invite outsiders for dinner, they
have never been inhibited by the lack of guest rooms in
offering out-of-towners a place to sleep. The typical apart-
ment always had at least one sofa bed. Today, such couch-
es have moved out of the living room into children’s
rooms or home offices. And because Israeli homes rarely
have built-in closets, attics or basements for storage, man-
ufacturers are always coming up with useful storage solu-
tions within the furniture—places for bedding, toys and
school supplies within the furniture frames.

The veteran company Aminach (literally, my nation
rests), whose main complex is in Ramle, started in a small
workshop in 1948. In the 1970s, it developed a combina-
tion couch-bed-storage unit called Sapapa (a takeoff from
sapa, Hebrew for couch) and has become the generic term
for convertible Tsraeli sofa beds.

The sleek Sapapa comes in a variety of styles and sizes
that range from $975 to $3,000. Its enduring popularity
is in sync with what Amnon Schwartz, general manager of

COURTESY OF BETILY; (OPPOSITE PAGE, FROM TOP)
COURTESY OF LAVI FURNITURE; COURTESY OF
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Aminach creates sleek

sofa beds with extra
storage room; comfortable
children’s rooms are a focus
for companies such as
Shegem, Zula and Galmor.

Aminach, calls “a revolution in the use of bedroom space
as a result of the centrality of the computer.”

“Israeli kids have always entertained their friends in
their bedrooms because of the shortage of recreation space
in apartments,” said Schwartz. “Now, around the world,
much of a youngster’s interaction with his or her friends is
around their personal computers, and bedrooms become
gathering places.”

Aminach also invented the “bed and a half” in 1994. It
is a wider bed, adjustable with a
lift-up back that can take kids
from youth to adulthood. The
new and popular Extreme Sa-
papa series features bold colors—
lime green, magenta and tangerine

Tangerine and Lime (opposite page)
Betili’s colorful sofa; (top) the pews at Temple
Beth El in Pennsylvania; Hollandia is feeling

Groovy with its brightly colored children’s bed.

among others—ultramodern style and below-the-bed stor-
age. It is also available with a multimedia cabinet that
looks like a spaceship. Aminach has rivals in Israel, of
course. Another Adaptation and Innovation competition

- winner came from Aeroflex, second-place winner for Bed

in a Box. Inspired by the jack-in-the-box toy, the sofa
expands into a bedroom set that includes armrests that
turn into reading lamps and a front that opens into a shelf
and bench for sitting or storage.

Innovative designs are lavished on children’s rooms,
which have come a long way in the last decade. Because
Israeli children typically share a bedroom, there’s particu-
lar emphasis on ways to give children some private space.
To meet this challenge, Shegem, with stores throughout Is-
rael, produces modular, self-contained combinations of
desks, shelves and beds where,
for example, one brightly @
colored piece includes a
pull-out bed and desk as
well as a top bunk. The
steps to the top bunk
are also storage
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drawers and its side doubles as a bul-
letin board. Zula, in Kiryat Bialik near
Haifa, makes easy-to-clean desks,
beds and armoires in vibrant colors—
bright blues, purples, greens and or-
anges. Galmor Designers, with a fac-
tory in Emek Hefer, between Tel Aviv
and Haifa, produces a bunk bed with
a top bunk that is also a playhouse
with windows, even sporting flower
boxes on the sides. And for parents
who wind up spending more nights
than they want to admit with their
young kids climbing into their beds,
Galmor has adult bedroom sets with
pull-out beds.

NCE A YEAR, furniture designers and
retailers show their wares at Rihutim,
the International Furniture Exhibi-

tion held at Ganei Hatarucha, the Tel
Aviv Exhibition Park. Tens of thou-
sands of Israelis, including profes-
sionals and businesspeople from the
furniture sector as well as the public,
come to see the offerings during the
fall. More than 60,000 square feet
are filled with everything from syna-
gogue pews to closets for shoes. The
pews come from Kibbutz Lavi near
Tiberias in the Galilee. The kibbutz
manufactures and exports institution-

It’'s Modular An elegant, expandable wood table from Wishing Tree; (opposite
page) bedtime with a Sapapa, which comes in many sizes and colors.

al furniture to the United States, Can-
ada, France, England, Belgium and
Russia. Its pews are in Temple Beth El
in Allentown, Pennsylvania, New
York’s Or Zarua synagogue as well as
Ben-Gurion International Airport.
At Rihutim, the displays of bed-
room furniture, mattresses, dining
rooms tables, chairs, cupboards, up-

rDesigns on Hadassah

Among the top young designers in Israel today are graduates of Hadassah Col-
lege Jerusalem’s Department of Industrial Design, which attracts people from
around the country. The school's creative outpouring was displayed last year at
the Jerusalemn Cefitre-fer the Performing Arts with many furniture innovations.

Chani Halimi designed a bed with a built-in alarm clock that gently massages
a sleeper awake in the moming. “She created this with a bit of humor,” said
department head Kennsth Segal. “But lots of potential customers said they'd
love to wake up to a gentle massage instead of the jolt of an alarm clock.”

Lev Meital addressed the chronic lack of space in student apartments with
starable cardboard tables and chairs that can ba taken out and unfolded for sur-
prise guests. Lawn furniture that looks a kit like very comfortable pebbles are the
work of Anel Chakun.

“Young people know that furniture used to be conly about fashion,” says
Segal. “Today, it’s still fashion conscious, but also about innovation, green design
and ecology. Because we have a developed furniture industry. as opposed to,
say, an automotive industry, they know that there’s a good chance their ideas will
hava an impact. That's empowering.” —B.5.
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holstered furniture, kitchens, chil-
dren’s furniture, accessories, carpets
and decorative items are a mix of im-
ports and, increasingly, locally de-
signed and produced goods.

To show off the durability of their
products, the popular local manufac-
turer Betili (a play on the Hebrew for
my home), a local retailer, displayed a
couch with a new fabric the company
had developed to withstand a busy,
child-filled home. Salespersons were
pouring ketchup on white suede-like
upholstery, rubbing the dreaded red
sauce in and then nonchalantly wip-
ing the stains off with damp wipes.

In addition to the well-established
companies, said Nave, cadres of in-
ventive young designers are coming
up with ingenious fixtures and cus-
tom designs that are attracting inter-
national attention. “On one hand,”
she added, “there’s a tremendous em-
phasis on creativity in our design pro-
grams, and on the other, an under-
standing of practicality.”

Sarit Attias and Amit Axelrod, a
young married couple and the talent

{OPPOSITE PAGE) COURTESY OF AMINACH
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behind the company Animi Causa,
created the Feel seating system of
elastic fabric balls in bright colors in
2002. Art-school graduates, they had
photographed each other in various
sitting positions. Studying the pic-

tures, they came up with the idea of
using soft balls for comfortable seats
and beds. Their design, which retails
from $900 and $2,900, can be seen at
showrooms in Ttaly, Japan and Ger-
many and at the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art.

Orders have followed, from Isra-
el—including for the physically chal-
lenged because the seating system is so
comfortable and can be adapted to
different needs—and from abroad.

Designer Dror Benshetrit, who
works in Israel and New York and
has created vases for Rosenthal chi-
na, makes the BBB Pick Chair, a fold-
able chair that doubles as a piece of
art. The chair ($1,630 to $1,800) is
made from decorated wood veneer
with a hinged metal structure that en-
sures it will hang flat on a wall.

Shai Ohana, who began designing
when he was 14, runs Metalika, his
workshop and studio of ultramodern
custom-made furniture, in the port city
of Ashdod. He creates living room
wall units for flat-screen televisions that
include the screen itself as a design ele-
ment and have lights, shelves and
drawers.

“Its so much cheaper to do cus-
tom design in Israel than in London,”
said Ohana, who loves minimalist
styles combining, say, mahogany and
brass. He has customers in Europe and
the United States who order furniture
direct from Ashdod.

And those super pillows
made in Sderot? Isaac Bar-
ssessat, a Moroccan Jewish
farmer with a creative flare,
brought the artichoke to Is-
rael. But his back hurt so
much from bending over the
plants that he searched the
world for a bed and pillow
that would provide relief.
Typical Israeli beds at the
time were foam rubber mat-
tresses on wooden platforms.
American-style inner spring
mattresses, even if they came with
fluffy ticking, left him groaning. He
was willing to trade his artichoke prof-
its for a good night’s sleep.

He settled on a bed he liked from
the Netherlands and began prosely-
tizing among other back sufferers,
importing the mattresses under the
fitting brand name Hollandia Inter-
national. But after a while, he wanted
to improve on Dutch technology.

Barssessat designed a pillow that
uses flexible latex to support the head
and neck—no matter how much one
twists and turns at night. The pillow,
which costs $100 and comes in sever-
al styles, is covered on one side with
a fabric that allows free passage of air
and on the other with a stretchy fab-
ric treated against perspiration.

His son, Avi Barssessat, is chief ex-
ecutive officer of the family business.
“Tt makes sense that innovation, tech-
nology and design would reach furni-
” noted the younger Barssessat,
sitting comfortably in a chair in his
large, high-end store in Jerusalem.
“Add to that an obsession to do the
best and a drive to think out of the

L

ture,

box.
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Bnjoying kosher food away

frome howee just got a Lot easier.

Shabbat » Holiday
Monthly « Birthday
A La Carte Packages
Gift Baskets in Israel

Quick fix, healthy, kosher
foods and gourmet gifts
shipped throughout the
country. Perfect for:

- Students living in dorms

+ Corporate gifts
- Business travelers

- Anyone who keeps kosher

. toli free 877.KCROGO0

local 718.776.0801
www.koshercarepackages.com

BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME?

SHALOM
IOME

NC

A NATIONAL REAL ESTATE RELOCATION SERVICE

Helping YOU find the right home

and right connections.

With just one call, our professional
Realtors® will address YOUR special

needs. They will provide

information regarding schools, community
centers, synagogues and Kosher

merchants, while helping
you sell or buy your home.
All at no cost to you!!

~ In business for over 20 years ~

To serve your family and friends,

call us toll free:

1-800-8-SHALOM (1-800-874-2566)

www.shalomhome.com
Shalom(@shalomhome.com

SHELIA JOSIE
ERVIN MARES
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A Journey Unlike Any Other
Israel
BAR/BAT MITZVAH — FAMILIES — ADULTS ONLY

19 Departures in 2008

Let our Guides Welcome You “Home™!

® Qur exceptional FREE offer for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah child

® Qur meticulously planned, world renowned tour

& Qur dynamic, well-routed intinerary

= Qur ultra-deluxe hotels - Including The King David Jerusalem

B Qur guides — the most requested team in Isragl,
led by our Israel Tour Director, Ben Ami Geller.

2008 “Adult Only™ Israel
MAY 12 — SEPT. 1 - OCT. 27 SEPTEMBER 4 - 14, 2008

For Informatlon and Brochure Please call Ilene Wallerstem

1 800-362-8882

%Z Istael Dlscovery Tours, Inc.

Budapest/Prague |

If not, and you've been thinking of surrendering it back to the company, there
may be a far better option availahle,

Youmay be able to SELL Your Policy for as much
as three or four times cash surrender value!

Well-capitalized investment hanks and pension funds are lining up to buy these policies in the secondary market.
Term policies can be purchased as well.

As a licensed broker with an obligation to represent you, the policyholder, we'll “shop” for competitive bids
throughout our netwark of twenty-two qualified institutional investors, to secure the highest possible cash offer
for your valuable life insurance assat.

There’s no cost or obligation.

To see if you qualify, please call Stanfey Silverman TODAY fora FREE Consultation

888-55-ASSET (27738)

ADVANCED FUNDING CORP. - HAVERTOWN, PA

Hote:The net proceeds from the sale of your poficy can be used as you see fit, with no restrictions. Some or all of the proceeds of the sale may be taxable
under federal or state income tax laws. Advice from a professional tax advisor is recommended.
The average purchase price obtained by sellers within the past six months is approximately twenty-five parcent of the face amount of a qualifiedife insurance policy.

Advanced Funding Corp. is the trade name of $JS Investment Assoclates, Inc., a PA-licensed settlement broker with associates licensed
in all states where transactions are regulated, except Montana.

Issac Barssessat also redesigned his
mattress. Numerous focus groups
and meetings with orthopedists con-
tributed to the final design, which re-
jects both box springs and the more
stoical flat foam rubber. The price for
the company’s sleeping system can
reach $50,000, but that’s not only for
a cozy bed. The new Hollandia comes
with a 12-program massage feature, a
music system, a flexable shoulder com-
fort zone and customized seasonal
sleeping for winter and summer.

The company’s newest vouth bed,
Groovy, adjusts to numerous posi-
tions and comes with built-in corner
speakers.

Today, Hollandia beds are export-
ed around the world, including the
United States and, of all places, the
Netherlands. “Some of the customers
come because of Zionist support,” said
Avi Barssessat, “but the majority real-
ize they spend almost a third of their
lives in bed and don’t want anything
but the best.

“Design and high tech are what Is-
raelis are known for,” he added, “and
we’ve applied those to furniture.”

Groovy, indeed. H

Shopping for Furniture

B8 Animi Causa: www.animicausa.com

B Aminach: www.aminach.co.il

B Betili: www.betili.com (in Hebrew)

& Dror Benshetrit: www.studio
dror.com

m Hollandia International: www.hol
landiaus.com

#|grael Furniture Industries
Association: www.furnish.co.il

B Kibbutz Lavi: hitp:/furniture.
lavi.co.il

= Meatalika: www.metalika.co.il

E Sapapa: www.sapapa.com

B Shegem: www.shegem.co.il
(in Hebrew)

= Wishing Tree: www.z-Tree.com
(in Hebrew)

8 Zula; www.zulaf.co.ll
(in Hebrew)
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